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Abstract

This study arises from the absence of a standardized Chinese character list for
the IBDP Chinese B Standard Level course (hereafter “Standard Level”). Using
examination papers between 2007 to 2013 as the source, a total of 2,129 Chinese
characters were extracted and compared with the character list in the Chinese
Proficiency Grading Standards for International Chinese Language Education
(hereafter “the Standards”). Based on this comparison, the study explores the
compilation of a Standard Level character list applicable to teaching practice.
The findings reveal that 94% of the characters in the Standard Level examination
materials overlap with those in the Standards, demonstrating a high coverage of
the Standards’ character list for teaching and assessment in international curric-
ula. The study also identifies distinct characteristics in the characters unique to
the Standard Level and those unique to the Standards. As such, this paper pro-
poses principles and procedures for constructing a categorized and graded char-
acter list consisting of three tiers: core characters, secondary core characters, and
reference characters. The core character list is based on the shared characters;
the secondary core list includes characters unique to the Standard Level as well
as those unique to Levels 14 of the Standards; and the reference character list
comprises characters unique to Levels 5—6 of the Standards. The resulting Stand-
ard Level character list aligns the course objectives with the Standards, address-
ing the gap in adapting the Standards to international curricula.
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