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Abstract

This study investigates the level of interest in Chinese reading, the main diffi-
culties encountered, and the influencing factors among undergraduate students
majoring in Chinese Language at Harapan Bersama College of Languages, class
of 2023. The research seeks to clarify how internal and external factors shape
students motivation and reading performance, thereby contributing to the im-
provement of Chinese reading pedagogy in Indonesian higher education. A
mixed descriptive—qualitative method was employed, integrating a Likert-scale
questionnaire and semi-structured interviews with 122 respondents to identify
patterns and interpret underlying causes. The collected data were analyzed
through frequency statistics and thematic coding to ensure both quantitative and
qualitative validity. The findings indicate that while students generally show a
strong interest and positive attitude toward Chinese reading, difficulties related
to vocabulary, grammar complexity, and insufficient background knowledge
hinder comprehension. The study highlights that reading ability, emotional atti-
tude, teacher and family support, and accessibility of reading materials signifi-
cantly affect students reading engagement. These results emphasize the im-
portance of developing differentiated reading materials, improving vocabulary
instruction, and creating supportive reading environments to enhance students
overall reading proficiency and long-term motivation.
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