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Abstract: This article discusses the Bukur Cluster Museum, which was built to showcase the
various fossils discovered by the people of Bukur Village. The aim of the museum is to provide
community members with an appreciation for the vital discoveries made in their area. The re-
search method used to study the museum is qualitative, which involved observing the museum
and conducting interviews with museum administrators. The Bukur Cluster Museum provides
visitors with various theories of evolution and factors related to human development in the past.
The museum's exhibits are comprehensive, displaying a wide range of fossils and other artifacts,
which showcase the history of human development in the area. The Bukur Cluster Museum has
significant potential as an educational tourist attraction due to its completeness and relevance to
human history. Visitors can learn about the history of human development in Bukur Village and
how the fossils were discovered. Overall, the Bukur Cluster Museum serves as a testament to the
importance of preserving historical artifacts and educating people about the past. It also shows
the value of local community involvement in preserving their history and cultural heritage.
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INTRODUCTION
According to Saeroji (2022), muse-

ums are part of social institutions in soci-
ety because museums are used as a vehicle
for providing knowledge, education, and
development to every community through
a community or public system. According
to Juwita et al. (2020), museums in Indo-
nesia are significant. Because it protects
historical objects and is a place to increase
knowledge for the community. The inte-

rior design of the information center for

educational tourism at the Bukuran Cluster
Museum is needed by the public to raise
their awareness that visiting the museum is
very important. Through museums, people
can obtain information about early human
history and w historical relics at that time
(Rukamto et al., 2018). The public will
also get broad knowledge when visiting
the museum. According to Larasty (2020),
museums are not only used to exhibit
his—torical objects but as a place to serve

the public in education and entertainment.
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This is caused by a paradigm shift
regarding museums, which initially fo-
cused on collection studies, changing to
public studies. According to Khakim
(2019), it is necessary to change views
about museums in a positive direction to
foster people’s thinking that museums can
be the leading choice in conducting edu-
cational tours compared to malls or chil-
dren's play areas, which do not provide
positive value in the educational aspect.
According to Maesari et al. (2019), The
Bukur Cluster Museum contains evolu-
tionary theories and factors related to past
developments. This museum presents
various histories that occurred in the early
human era (Putri et al., 2020). At the mu-
seum’s beginning, various species are
presented on earth regarding how the ad-
aptation of a living species works and the
process of natural selection (Irdana & Ku-
marawarman, 2018). According to
Nugraha (2021), visitors in the Bukuran
Cluster Museum can enjoy several short
films in this museum. The following sec-
tion presents some information regarding
significant findings, both animal fossils
and human remains. The Bukuran Cluster
Museum in Bukur Village is essential in
attracting visitors by increasing promo-

tions. With the good promotion, the

Bukurbus Cluster Museum will be in-
creasingly recognized by the public. In
other words, promotion is the process of
conveying information to everyone re-
garding products, prices, and places to
make the target want to make a purchase
(Mintardjo, 2022). According to Ismaja &
Suyaman (2021) the development of the
Bukur Cluster Museum is interesting to
study, because this museum has excellent
potential as an educational tourist attrac-
tion. However, the problem is that people
often place the Bukur Cluster Museum as
a place to store goods and scrap that is no
longer used. This condition shows the
public's interest in visiting the Bukuran
Cluster Museum is still shallow. So that it
IS necessary to manage the museum with
the right strategy to realize the Busuran
Cluster Museum as an educational tourist
spot that many tourists visit.

The novelty of this research lies in its
focus on the Bukur Cluster Museum and
the fossils discovered by the people of
Bukur Village. The research aims to iden-
tify these fossils and showcase their im-
portance by building a museum for the lo-
cal community. The significance of this re-
search is that it highlights the importance
of preserving historical artifacts and edu-
cating people about their local history and

cultural heritage.
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The research also sheds light on the
value of community involvement in pre-
serving their history and culture. By build-
ing the Bukur Cluster Museum, the com-
munity has taken an active role in preserv-
ing their history and sharing it with others.
The museum serves as an educational tour-
ist attraction, allowing visitors to learn
about the history of human development in
the area and the fossils that were discov-
ered there. Overall, the research provides
new insights into the importance of pre-
serving local history and cultural heritage
and the role that community involvement
can play in this process. It also highlights
the significance of the Bukur Cluster Mu-
seum as an educational and cultural re-
source for the local community and visitors

alike.

METHOD

This article uses a descriptive qual-
itative research method. This method is
descriptive research and tends to use anal-
ysis. This study uses natural methods to
describe a phenomenon in sentences and
language. Several stages of qualitative re-
search, namely the observation stage, the
interview stage, and the documentation

stage.

The first stage is observation. In
this stage, it is collecting data by observ-
ing or observing and coming directly to
the research location at the Bukuran
Cluster Museum, Sragen, Central Java, to
find out the conditions that occur or
prove the truth of a research design that
is being carried out and systematic re-
cording of symptoms studied in the
Bukur Cluster Museum.

The second stage is the interview.
In this stage, information was obtained
for research purposes by asking ques-
tions directly to the management of the
Bukur Cluster Museum, consisting of: 3
informants as curators, 3 as conservators,
and 1 informant as a preparator regarding
the events that occurred at the Bukurbus
Cluster Museum. The third stage is doc-
umentation. In this stage, it is obtaining
data directly from the research site,
namely the Bukur Cluster Museum,
which includes relevant books, pictures
in the form of reports, and information
that can support research. Researchers
obtain information not only from mu-
seum administrators but can obtain it in-
formation through various written
sources or documents that are available at

the Busan Cluster Museum.
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The research location is in Bukur
Village, Kalijambe District, Sragen Re-
gency, Central Java. The researcher went
directly to the Bukurbus Cluster Museum
to look for data for direct interviews with
the parties concerned. This research re-
quires several administrators at the
Bukuran Cluster Museum to serve as re-
source persons in obtaining information.

Source of data used, namely pri-
mary data and secondary data. Primary
data consists of: (a) sources involving
seven administrators of the Bukuran
Cluster Museum (3 informants as cura-
tors, three informants as conservators,
and one informant as preparer); and (b)
documents and archives related to events
or incidents that happened in the mu-
seum. Secondary data was taken from
reading textbooks that contained im-
portant information about the Bukur
Cluster Museum.

The data that has been collected is
analyzed by presenting various vital find-
ings regarding the Bukuran Cluster Mu-
seum as a form of appreciation to the peo-
ple in Bukur Village, and the public can
also find out about the development of the
Bukur Cluster Museum, which deserves
to be used as an educational tourist spot
because it has high potential.

DISCUSSION

The museum is used to store, main-
tain, secure, and utilize material evidence
of human culture, nature, and its environ-
ment to support efforts to protect and pre-
serve the nation's cultural wealth. The mu-
seum has two primary functions, namely as
a place of preservation, carrying out activi-
ties in the form of collecting objects to be
used as collections, preventing and over-
coming the damage to collections of histor-
ical relics and as a source of information,
which can be through research conducted
to develop National Culture, science, and
technology, can also be through presenta-
tions that must pay attention to aspects of

preservation and security.

History of the Bukuran Cluster Early
Man Museum
The Bukur Cluster, Early Man Mu-

seum, is in Bukur Village, Kalijambe Dis-
trict, Sragen Regency. The theme of the
Bukur Museum is Human Evolution. The
distance to the Bukuran Cluster Museum
from Sragen City is around 27.5 km and
can be reached in about 51 minutes. The
Bukuran Museum is an important location
in Bukursia Village, which has the potential
to find relatively large ancient human re-
mains. Things related to evolution are
presented in this museum. Concepts and

factors influencing changes to species are
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scientifically presented. The evidence in it has become a myth to explain the phe-

skull findings is shown as a picture in the nomenon of fossils in the Bukurw area.
map of human evolution worldwide. Von Koenigswald involved the commu-

According to Damanik & Fandeli nity in collecting hundreds of thousands
(2017) the theory of evolution is still of years old fossils. Slowly, the people in
changing and developing. Experts carry out the Sangiran area began to recognize the
various approaches from various scientific fossils and their historical value. This har-
disciplines. Not only in the life of the Homo monious relationship between researchers
Erectus period, which still leaves heated and community members continues from
debate, but modern human life is also generation to generation excavation activ-
interesting to study (Suryatmaja & ities. From the time of VVon Koenigswald
Suyaman, 2021). to the time of independence, local people

and researchers still maintain a close rela-
tionship. The local people are open and
accepting of the researchers, who regard
the local population as the backbone of
every evacuation and survey activity. Re-

searchers and residents become strong at-

tachments and cannot be separated.

Figure 1. Profile of the Bukuran

Since Von Koenigswald's arrival in
1934, the Bukuran people began to under-
stand the many fossils found in their area.
They assume that the bones scattered in
the Bukuruan area are the bones of giants
who have died, or in local belief they are
called balung buto (Wulandari et al.,
2021). Balung buto tells the story of

. Figure 2. Entrance to the Bukuran Museum
Raden Bandung's battle with giants who

have lived in society for a long time, and
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Entering the Bukuran Cluster Mu-
seum, you will see an audio-visual con-
taining expressions of Bukurson residents
as discoverers of fossils and reliable task
guards for researchers in welcoming
visitors to the Buranc Cluster Museum.
The research timeline at Bukur- ship is
told from the community's perspective in
responding to the arrival of foreign and
domestic researchers. According to
Qalby (2019) an increase in-public
understanding of the potential value of
the Bukur site as an archaeological site
increases as their relationship with the

researchers increases

Track Record of the Bukuran Cluster
Museum
Every layer of soil in the Bukuruan

Cluster Museum reflects changes in the
natural environment, including the ani-
mals and plants that lived at that time. By
studying the types of animal and plant
fossils that exist, as well as the rocks that
make up the layers, experts can recon-
struct step by step the environmental de-
velopment that occurred in this Museum

up to millions of years ago.

The Emergence of Modern Man
Manusia Modern
Information obtained from di-

rect interviews with the museum that

Homo sapiens finally emerged as a spe-
cies that was very resilient in adapting to
climate and at the same time spread to all
corners of the world quickly. The pres-
ence of Homo sapiens as modern humans
on earth is still controversial in pale-
anthropology. When, where, and how the
transformation process from Homo erec-
tus to Homo sapiens has not been fully

answered.

Extinction of Homo Erectus

The results of interviews with
the museum regarding the appearance of
Homo erectus for the first time 1.8 mil-
lion years ago on the island of Java,
reaching a golden peak around 500,000
years ago, and occupying areas along the
Bengawan Solo around 150,000 to
100,000 years ago, they finally extinct.
Their long journey of life for approxi-
mately 1.5 million years ended on the is-
land of Java. No one knows what caused
the extinction of Homo erectus. Homo
erectus has been extinct since 100,000

years ago.

Collection of Heritage Cluster Museum
Bukuran

The type of stone that is often used as a
tool

Chalcedony is a type of quartz that is

often used for decoration and gems due to

its transparent or translucent quality and

Merby Ariana Lesty & Atiga Sabardilla, Potential for Development......... 35



excellent crystal structure. It can be found
in volcanic rock cavities and is not as hard
as pure quartz. The Bukuran Cluster
Museum has a chalcedony stone that is
not entirely transparent but has milky-
white spots and swirls, which is often
used as a carved gemstone in ancient
times. Chalcedony stones are commonly
white to gray, blue-gray, and light brown
to dark brown.

Kalsedon

——
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Figure 3. Chalcedony stone.

Limestone is a sedimentary rock
composed mainly of calcium carbonate in
the form of calcite mineral. It is formed
from the accumulation of shells, coral,
algae, and other organic fragments. The
Bukuran ~ Cluster ~ Museum  has
documentation explaining that gritty rock
is a type of chemical sedimentary rock
formed by depositing calcium carbonate
from lake or seawater. Limestone's
physical properties are often used to

identify this rock.

Obsidian is a rock formed from
minerals trapped in the molten lava of a
volcano that erupts suddenly to the earth's
surface. This rock is rich in minerals and
has a lovely shape with various colors due
to its mineral content. The Bukuran
Cluster Museum has documentation
showing obsidian rocks with beautiful
grains and aligned minerals that form
sharp flakes. This happens because of the

high content of silicon dioxide in obsidian

rocks, which makes them hard.

Figure 5. Obsidian stone.

Making stone tools using percussion
techniques
There are three techniques for

making stone tools: the hard rock
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percussion  technique, the bipolar
percussion technique, and the projectile
percussion technique. In the hard rock
percussion technique, a large stone is
used to hit the end of another stone until
it splits. In the bipolar percussion
technique, two stones are used, one larger
and flatter than the other, with the smaller
stone being hit against the larger stone
until it breaks. The projectile percussion
technique involves throwing stones at a
prepared runway to break them.

The Bukuran

displays various parts of the stones used

Cluster Museum
to make tools, which are divided into the
Cortex and the Core. Stone tools made
from the Core are of better quality than
those made from the Cortex. The stone
cores can be trimmed to produce sharp
fragments similar to modern knives, and

are sometimes carried by travelers.

Fossils contained in the Bukuran
Cluster Museum

The Bukuran Cluster Museum conducted
research on Homonidae fossils and found
evidence of species with large brain vol-
umes and bipedalism. Homo is a species
that existed millions of years ago and one
of the key characteristics of this species is
their ability to create various tools for
their survival due to their perfected preci-

sion grasping abilities.

There are different sub-species
that fall under the Homo group. One of
them is Australopithecus Afarensis,
which existed around 3.85-2.95 million
years ago in East Africa (Ethiopia, Kenya,
Tanzania). This species had physical
characteristics similar to chimpanzees,
such as a flat nose, sparse teeth, and
smaller canines. However, the hip bones
and knee joint angles suggested a bipedal
movement  pattern.  Australopithecus
Afarensis had a lifespan of over 900,000
years and fed on tough plants, nuts, seeds,
fruits, and occasionally small vertebrates.
Another species is Homo Erectus, which
had a prominent forehead bone, short cra-
nial roof, short and protruding face, wide
cheekbones, large teeth, and strong jaws
without a chin protrusion. The long legs
allowed Homo Erectus to stand up-
right. Homo Sapiens, on the other hand,
has a larger brain capacity with an aver-
age of 1,400 cc and a round and high skull
roof. The prominence of the forehead
bones and masticatory apparatus has been
greatly reduced. The height ranges from
130-210 cm and the weight between 30-
150 kg.

Neanderthalensis, discovered in
Germany, had a cranial capacity of
around 1,400-1,500 cc, even reaching

1,700 cc for some specimens. They were
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skilled in hunting and fishing but eventu-
ally disappeared from the earth due to
competition for territory and prey, as well
as other natural factors. Homo Sapiens
Wajakensis is Indonesia's first modern
human finding with a brain volume of
around 1,630 cc, a solid jaw with large
teeth, and a slightly slanted forehead with

a brow arch above the eye sockets.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research on
the Development Potential of the Bukur
Cluster Museum as Educational Tourism
in Bukur Village, it can be concluded that

The Bukuran Cluster Museum has enor-
mous potential as an educational tour, be-
cause this museum has several fossil re-
mains from ancient times and is equipped
with history that occurred in the past. The
theme of the Bukuran Cluster Museum is
Human Evolution, which contains vari-
ous concepts and factors affect the spe-
cies and presented scientifically.The
Bukuran Cluster Museum can contribute
to the world by understanding how Homo
Erectus lived, various species that lived
before the emergence of today's modern

human species.
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