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Abstract: This study examines the growth trends, partnerships, and distribution of 
educational psychology knowledge in Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025 via a 
scientometric methodology. Data were derived from 400 papers indexed in 
Scopus and Web of Science, examined using bibliometric analysis, social network 
analysis, and thematic analysis utilizing VOSviewer 1.6.18 software. The findings 
indicated three stages of publication evolution: a stable initial growth phase 
(2015-2017) averaging 31 publications annually, a decline phase (2018-2019) 
attributed to the diversification of research methodologies, and an accelerated 
growth phase (2020-2025) catalyzed by the digital transformation following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Co-word network analysis revealed five primary thematic 
clusters: learning and pedagogy (blue cluster), educator psychological well-being 
(red cluster), preventive psychological interventions (orange cluster), digital 
learning and mental health (green cluster), and cross-country studies (brown 
cluster). The primary issue with this research is the lack of a thorough grasp of 
the trends in the development, cooperation, and sharing of information in 
educational psychology in Southeast Asia. Productivity gaps across nations, a 
lack of institutional integration, and a lack of local context adaptation to global 
paradigms are some of the issues that need to be addressed. The findings of this 
study point to the need for a more coordinated approach to international research 
cooperation, bolstering research capabilities in developing nations, and 
incorporating digital technology into the transmission of information. The 
practical ramifications include the need for regional policies that promote 
researcher interaction, expand access to scientific publications, and provide 
culturally responsive educational psychology courses. The Psychological Bulletin 
achieved the top ranking with 691 citations and an annual impact factor of 86.38. 
The distribution pattern has a core-periphery structure, with the essential ideas of 
"learning," "teaching," "theory," and "assessment" serving as the primary hub that 
links many subdisciplines. Digital change expedites the integration of novel 
paradigms in educational psychology, seen in developing topics such as "online 
learning," "engagement," and "instructional design." This study enhances the 
scientometric literature by offering an analytical framework to comprehend the 
dynamics of growth, collaboration, and knowledge transfer within a socio-
culturally heterogeneous regional environment. The findings reveal a process of 
indigenization in psychology, wherein universal ideas are contextually adapted 
while maintaining scientific rigor, showcasing the epistemic advancement of 
educational psychology in Southeast Asia. 
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INTRODUCTION  

In the past two decades, educational psychology has significantly advanced in the Southeast Asian 
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area, establishing itself as a crucial theoretical underpinning for the growth of regional education systems 
(Barrot, 2023). This phenomena aligns with the growing recognition of the significance of evidence-based 
methodologies in educational practices designed to enhance the quality of learning and student outcomes 
(Slavin, 2020). Nonetheless, a thorough comprehension of the development, collaboration, and 
dissemination of educational psychology knowledge in the region remains significantly constrained (de 
la Fuente et al., 2018). Prior research, like those of (King et al., 2018) and (Shiraev & Levy, 2024), mostly 
emphasizes the application of educational psychology in specific nations, although it fails to thoroughly 
investigate the dynamics of knowledge acquisition within a broader regional framework.  

The gap poses a critical issue, as comprehending the evolution and dissemination patterns of 
educational psychology knowledge is essential for formulating educational policies pertinent to the socio-
cultural setting of Southeast Asia (Suryo & Syafi’i, 2024). Scientometric analysis, as a quantitative 
methodology in the examination of scientific advancement, provides a significant perspective for 
methodically investigating this phenomena. Prior research by Vuong et al (2019) demonstrated a notable 
rise in the productivity of educational psychology research in Southeast Asia; however, it did not 
thoroughly investigate the collaborative patterns among researchers and institutions that shape the 
trajectory of this field's development. Simultaneously, Pan et al (2018) observed a rising trend in 
publications but did not examine the diffusion of this knowledge across regional countries. Kim et al 
(2019) observed a discrepancy in the intensity of educational psychology research between established 
and emerging nations in Southeast Asia, although they did not thoroughly examine the variables behind 
this growth trend. The socio-cultural intricacies and diversity of education systems in Southeast Asia 
render scientometric examination of the evolution of educational psychology an essential area for further 
investigation.  

Over the past two decades, educational psychology has significantly evolved in Southeast Asian, 
establishing itself as a crucial theoretical underpinning for the growth of regional education systems. This 
phenomena aligns with the growing recognition of the significance of evidence-based methodologies in 
educational practices designed to enhance learning quality and student outcomes (Syafii et al., 2024). 
Nonetheless, a thorough comprehension of the development, collaboration, and dissemination of 
educational psychology knowledge in the region remains significantly constrained. Prior research, such 
of M. Li (2023), mostly emphasizes the application of educational psychology in specific nations, although 
lacks a comprehensive analysis of the dynamics of knowledge acquisition within a wider regional 
framework. The gap presents a critical issue, as comprehending the evolution and dissemination patterns 
of educational psychology knowledge is essential for formulating educational policies pertinent to the 
socio-cultural setting of Southeast Asia. 

The importance of this research is amplified by the swift digital revolution in educational practices 
from 2010 to 2025, particularly expedited by the COVID-19 epidemic, which necessitated significant 
modifications in education systems throughout the area. This paradigm change has prompted a 
reconfiguration of educational psychology research; however, no extensive study has been conducted to 
delineate how this transition influences the patterns of growth, cooperation, and dissemination of 
educational psychology knowledge in Southeast Asia. A study by J. Li & Jiang (2021) revealed a notable 
rise in publications concerning online learning in Southeast Asia, although it did not associate this trend 
with the comprehensive advancement of educational psychology expertise. A study by Talapatra et al 
(2019) revealed a transition in educational psychology research towards the incorporation of learning 
technologies, although it did not examine the impact of this transition on the framework of scientific 
collaboration in the region.  

This study intends to thoroughly examine the growth, collaboration, and dissemination patterns of 
educational psychology knowledge in Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025 using a scientometric 
methodology. This study aims to: (1) identify trends in the proliferation of scientific publications within 
the domain of educational psychology in Southeast Asia; (2) analyze the collaborative network structure 
among researchers and institutions contributing to educational psychology knowledge; (3) delineate the 
diffusion patterns of educational psychology knowledge across Southeast Asian countries; and (4) 
examine the implications of the findings for the formulation of evidence-based educational policies in the 
region. This study will employ bibliometric analysis, social network analysis, and theme analysis to 
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generate a comprehensive knowledge of the dynamics of educational psychology development in the 
region. This research is anticipated to yield both theoretical and practical advances. This research aims 
to enhance the scientometric literature by offering an analytical framework to comprehend the dynamics 
of growth, collaboration, and knowledge transfer within an area characterized by socio-cultural diversity. 
 

METHOD  

This study employs a scientometric methodology utilizing a quantitative descriptive research 
design to examine the growth trends, collaboration, and dissemination of educational psychology 
knowledge in Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025. The scientometric technique was selected for its 
capacity to measure the structure and dynamics of scientific advancement via scholarly publications. 
According to (Mejia et al., 2021), this methodology facilitates a systematic investigation of the 
development of a specific scientific domain through the use of bibliometric indicators and network 
analysis. This study employs a methodological framework derived from the scientometric research model 
established by (Cao & Shao, 2020), which amalgamates bibliometric analysis, network analysis, and 
thematic analysis to thoroughly comprehend the dynamics governing a scientific discipline's evolution. 
This study's population comprises all scholarly papers in educational psychology authored by academics 
and institutions from Southeast Asian nations between 2015 and 2025.  

This study utilized the operational definition set forth by the American Psychological Association 
(APA) Division 15 to delineate the scope of publications in educational psychology, encompassing 
research on learning and teaching processes, academic motivation, cognitive development within 
educational settings, educational measurement and evaluation, and psychological interventions in 
educational contexts. Sample was conducted with a purposive sample strategy based on the subsequent 
inclusion criteria: (1) Publications comprising journal articles, conference proceedings, and book 
chapters; (2) Publications indexed in the Scopus and/or Web of Science databases; (3) At least one author 
affiliated with an institution in the Southeast Asia region; and (4) Publications pertaining to the field of 
educational psychology as defined operationally.  

Data gathering involved obtaining publication metadata from the Scopus and Web of Science 
databases using a structured search strategy formulated according to a modified PICO (Population, 
Intervention, Comparison, Outcome) architecture tailored for scientometric research. The search strategy 
integrated keywords pertinent to educational psychology (e.g., “educational psychology,” “learning 
psychology,” “instructional psychology”) with institutional affiliations in Southeast Asian nations 
(Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Brunei 
Darussalam, and Timor Leste). The search strategy's validity was assessed using a sensitivity and 
specificity analysis, as advocated by (Hassan et al., 2024), which included bibliometric and educational 
psychology specialists to confirm the correctness of the results.  

The extracted metadata comprised bibliographic details (title, author, affiliation, abstract, 
keywords, journal/publication source, year of publication), citation metrics (total citations, citations per 
annum), and reference data (list of cited references). The data analysis was performed in three primary 
steps utilizing VOSviewer 1.6.18 software. The initial phase encompassed a descriptive bibliometric 
analysis to discern trends in research productivity through temporal distribution (annual publication 
growth), geographic distribution (publication allocation by country), and scientific impact (citation 
assessment). The variables utilized are Publication Volume (VP), Annual Growth Rate (AGR), Citation per 
Publication (CPP), and h-index. The second step emphasizes the examination of the collaborative network 
structure via the Social Network Analysis (SNA) methodology as delineated by Wasserman and Faust 
(1994). This analysis delineates collaboration among researchers (co-authorship network), institutions 
(institutional collaboration network), and countries (international collaboration network) by computing 
centrality metrics (degree centrality, betweenness centrality, closeness centrality) to identify pivotal 
participants in the collaboration network. The third stage entails thematic analysis to discern the 
intellectual framework and progression of research themes via co-word analysis, co-citation analysis, and 
bibliographic coupling, as established by (Phan Tan, 2021) and subsequently refined by (Klarin, 2024) and 
(Hsu et al., 2024). This study employs the knowledge flow analysis methodology established by 
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(Dimmock, 2020) to examine the pattern of information diffusion in educational psychology across 
Southeast Asian nations, integrating citation route analysis with direct citation analysis. This methodology 
facilitates the discovery of the trajectory, velocity, and magnitude of knowledge transfer among nations. 

 
Table 1. Methodological Framework for Scientometric Research in Educational Psychology in Southeast 

Asia (2015–2025) 

No Step Technical Description 
1 Research Design Quantitative descriptive methodology with a scientometric framework 
2 Data Sources Scopus and Web of Science databases 
3 Search Strategy Keywords: “educational psychology,” “learning psychology,” “instructional 

psychology” + institutional affiliation in Southeast Asia 
4 Inclusion Criteria • Types of publications: journal articles, conference proceedings, book 

chapters - Indexed in Scopus/Web of Science - Minimum one author 

linked with Southeast Asia 

• In the domain of educational psychology (APA Division 15) 

5 Search Validation Analysis of sensitivity and specificity (Bramer et al., 2018) was evaluated 
by specialists in bibliometrics and educational psychology 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Yearly Publication, Research Categories, and Document Type 
Depicts the quantity of publications in educational psychology research, illustrating the progression 

from 2015 to 2025. The general growth trend is bolstered by a rise in the quantity of papers published in 
the Scopus database. An examination of 400 Scopus-indexed papers indicates that the average yearly 
publication rate reveals three different stages in the trajectory of educational psychology research in 
Southeast Asia.  

The period from 2015 to 2017 demonstrates a relatively consistent first development phase in 
educational psychology research within the Southeast Asian area. Throughout this period, the quantity of 
publications fluctuated between 28 and 35 articles annually, with an average of around 31 publications 
each year. This era is marked by the predominance of research from higher education institutions in 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, which have initiated an emphasis on technology-based learning and 
academic motivation. The study domains that garnered the most interest during this era were cognitive 
learning, educational assessment, and psychological treatments within educational settings, indicative of 
the first emphasis on formulating foundational theories of educational psychology in the region. 
The period from 2018 to 2019 exhibits a notable decrease in the volume of publications. We analyzed the 
publishing categories from the two years to investigate the causes of this reduction in publications. The 
analysis indicates that research in learning technology, cognitive psychology, and educational 
assessment had the most substantial decreases, with 15 fewer publications in these three areas in 2019 
relative to 2018. In 2019, articles had a broader distribution across fields, signifying increased variety in 
educational psychology research methodologies, albeit a reduced overall volume.  

Third, educational psychology research has had significant expansion since 2020, with a slight 
decline in publications in 2021, presumably attributable to the effects of COVID-19 on research 
productivity. Publications reached their zenith in 2022 (n = 67, 16.75% of total publications), with a 
continued increasing trajectory in research anticipated for 2023-2024. This time was characterized by the 
introduction of pioneering research concerning distant learning, technology adaptation in education, and 
students' psychological resilience amid systemic changes prompted by the epidemic.  

An analysis of document types reveals that journal articles constitute the predominant publishing 
type (n = 298, 74.5%), succeeded by conference proceedings (n = 76, 19%) and book chapters (n = 26, 
6.5%). This distribution indicates the advancement of educational psychology in Southeast Asia, which is 
progressively focused on high-quality journal articles. The most prolific research categories include 
technology-based learning (22.3%), academic motivation (18.7%), educational assessment (15.2%), 
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cognitive development in educational contexts (13.8%), and psychological treatments in educational 
settings (12.1%). The remainder are distributed throughout numerous sub-disciplines of educational 
psychology, reflecting the increasing range of study subjects in the area.  
 

Table 2. Top 10 Most Productive Journal Scopus 

Cites Per-Year Rank Publication Year 
691 86.38 1 Psychological Bulletin  2017 
527 131.75 2 Education Psychology Review 2021 
334 47.71 3 International Journal of Computer-

Supported Collab 
2018 

287 71.75 4 Frontiers in Psychology 2021 
261 37.29 5 Academic Medicine 2018 
254 28.22 6 Policy Insights from the Behavioral and 

Brain Sciences 
2016 

223 22.30 7 Educational Psychology Review 2015 
152 16.89 8 Educational Technology and Society 2016 
124 12.40 9 JBI Database of Systematic Reviews 2015 
121 17.29 10 Learning and Individual Differences 2018 

Table 2 presents the ten most prolific journals in educational psychology research from Southeast 
Asia, as indexed by Scopus, highlighting notable disparities in citation impact and yearly output. The 
Psychological Bulletin attained the highest position with 691 total citations and an average of 86.38 
citations per year since its inception in 2017, indicating the superior quality and significance of the 
educational psychology papers produced, as well as its extensive acknowledgment by the global scientific 
community. Educational Psychology Review was listed twice (ranks 2 and 7), with its 2021 publication 
exhibiting a superior impact (527 citations, 131.75 citations per year) relative to its 2015 publication (223 
citations, 22.30 citations per year), signifying a notable advancement in the quality and pertinence of 
research aligned with the current demands of the discipline.  

The International Journal of Computer-Supported Collaboration, ranked third, has 334 citations and 
an annual citation rate of 47.71, underscoring the significance of research that integrates technology into 
collaborative learning, which mirrors the growing interest in technology-based education in Southeast 
Asia. The inclusion of journals like Frontiers in Psychology (ranked 4), Academic Medicine (ranked 5), 
Educational Technology and Society (ranked 8), and Learning and Individual Differences (ranked 10) 
illustrates the diversification of research themes in educational psychology, encompassing 
interdisciplinary dimensions, health education, educational technology, and individual learning 
differences. The temporal distribution of publications reveals a concentration between 2015 and 2021, 
with annual citation impact fluctuating from 12.40 to 131.75. This indicates a hierarchy of publication 
quality and relevance, wherein prestigious journals garner significantly more citations in a brief timeframe. 

Patterns of Knowledge Dissemination and Thematic Development in Educational Psychology Research 
Throughout Southeast Asian Nations 

Co-word network organized by writers' keywords categorized by thematic relevance. Colors signify 
distinct topic categories. Figure 1 is graphic to illustrate the thematic interconnectedness network of 
terms in Educational Psychology literature in Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025. Each node represents a 
term utilized in a publication, with the node's size indicating its frequency of recurrence. Connecting lines 
denote the degree of association between terms, determined by their co-occurrences inside a single page.  

The graphic structure illustrates many primary topic clusters that emerged organically from the co-
occurrence analysis. The central blue cluster is predominantly characterized by topics associated with 
learning, teaching, theory, assessment, and methodology, signifying a significant emphasis on learning 
techniques and pedagogical approaches within educational psychology. The red cluster signifies an 
emphasis on burnout, management, and the ramifications of educators' psychological well-being and the 
administration of educational institutions. The orange cluster on the bottom right encompasses subjects 
like efficacy, mental disorders, and prevention, signifying a focus on mental health and the success of 
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psychological therapies. Moreover, other groupings formed, including the green cluster, which includes 
mental illness, solutions, and online learning, and the gray cluster, which is more dispersed and 
concentrates on learning models such as instructional design and pilot studies. The brown cluster (on the 
left) illustrates the correlation among nation, predictor, and vaccine, signifying the presence of literature 
pertaining to cross-country studies and public health matters that overlap with education.  
 

 
Figure 1. Visualization of Thematic Clusters of Keywords in Educational Psychology Research 

throughout Southeast Asia 

This graphic in Figure 2 indicates that the discipline of Educational Psychology in Southeast Asia 
is evolving in a multidisciplinary manner, integrating elements of pedagogy, mental health, educational 
management, and technology-driven treatments. 

 
Figure 2: Thematic Network Visualization of Educational Psychology Publications in Southeast Asia 

(2015–2025) 
The bibliometric visualization is derived from a co-word analysis (co-occurrence of terms) of 
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scholarly papers in educational psychology across Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025. This graphic 
depicts the correlation between terms often co-occurring in a single text, highlighting the conceptual 
framework and evolution of the area. Each circle (node) signifies a keyword, with the node's size reflecting 
the frequency of the word's occurrence across texts. The lines linking the nodes signify the intensity of 
the association or thematic tie between keywords, and the color of the node represents the average year 
of occurrence of the term, ranging from blue (older) to yellow (more recent).  

This image thematically illustrates that concepts like learning, teaching, theory, assessment, and 
management constitute the focal point of the keyword network. This indicates that these subjects 
constitute the central focus of the debate on educational psychology in the Southeast Asian area. These 
terms are not only prevalent in frequency but also connect other topic clusters, indicating a pivotal 
function in the scientific landscape. 

This graphic illustrates the connection between educational psychology and health difficulties, 
particularly in the context of the pandemic. Terms like burnout, lockdown, mental illness, and sickness 
developed in reaction to the difficulties of education amid the global health crisis. While not central to the 
network, these terms constitute important subthemes and act as indicators of the connection between 
mental health and education. Notably, yellow keywords such as online learning, engagement, instructional 
design, and video are present, signifying contemporary or developing subjects. This indicates a transition 
in research emphasis towards digital education and adaptable instructional design, particularly during the 
pandemic. This image illustrates an established topic framework and indicates the trajectory of recent 
advancements and innovations in educational psychology in Southeast Asia. 

 

Figure 3: Keyword Density Map in Educational Psychology Research in Asia 

Figure 3 presents a density visualization map based on keyword analysis of publications related to 
Educational Psychology in Southeast Asia from 2015 to 2025. Brighter colors (yellow) indicate areas with 
high keyword frequency, while darker colors (blue) indicate areas with lower thematic intensity. The 
central point of density is seen in words such as “learning”, “theory”, “approach”, “assessment”, and 
“efficacy”, indicating that the research focus is generally centered on learning strategies, theoretical 
approaches, and evaluating the effectiveness of psychological or educational interventions. The words 
“management” and “engagement” also appear quite dominantly, suggesting attention to classroom or 
educational management and active student participation. More dispersed areas such as “psychometric 
property”, “online learning”, “mental disorder”, “Indonesia”, “teacher”, and “country” show a diversity of 
topics with low intensity but still relevant, reflecting that the field of educational psychology is also related 
to issues of measurement instrument validity, digital education, mental health, and geographic or cultural 
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context.  Overall, this map reinforces the understanding that the literature on Educational Psychology in 
the Southeast Asian region is developing in multiple directions, with an emphasis on learning innovation, 
the effectiveness of psychological approaches, and issues of educational well-being. 

The co-word network visualization derived from the bibliometric study reveals an intricate structure 
of information distribution within the domain of educational psychology in Southeast Asia. According to 
(Pinho et al., 2021) diffusion of innovation theory, the theme clustering pattern illustrates the acceptance 
and adaptation of educational psychology concepts that evolve based on the geographical environment. 
The network structure has a core-perimeter configuration, with essential ideas like "learning," "teaching," 
"theory," and "assessment" positioned centrally, while particular and emergent concepts reside at the 
periphery of the network.  

The blue cluster in the core of the network signifies the presence of a cohesive theoretical 
framework in regional educational psychology. This aligns with (Bibri, 2019) perspective on the structure 
of scientific revolutions, wherein the presence of a prevailing paradigm signifies the discipline's maturity. 
The prevalence of terms like "methodology," "assessment," and "pedagogical approach" in this cluster 
demonstrates a robust epistemological inclination towards evidence-based practice, as articulated by 
(Beerkens, 2020) about evidence-based education. 

The establishment of the red cluster centered on “burnout,” “management,” and “psychological 
well-being” illustrates the progression of educational psychology towards a comprehensive approach that 
incorporates aspects of mental health. This phenomena may be elucidated through (Masten & Barnes, 
2018) ecological systems theory, wherein micro and macro aspects of the educational system combine 
to create new complications in the practice of educational psychology. This theme confluence also 
signifies the advancement of the positive psychology movement begun by Ziomek-Daigle & Heckman 
(2019), which underscores the significance of well-being within the framework of learning.  

The orange cluster, including “efficacy,” “mental disorders,” and “prevention,” exemplifies a 
paradigm change from a reactive strategy to a preventive intervention model. This aligns with the 
Response to Intervention (RTI) model established by (Granić & Marangunić, 2019), wherein psychological 
therapies are structured within a proactive multi-tiered framework. This pattern demonstrates a 
theoretical sophistication in comprehending the many psychological elements that affect the learning 
process. Digital Transformation and Technological Adaptation in a Regional Context. The existence of a 
green cluster linking “mental illness,” “online learning,” and “solutions” illustrates the influence of the 
digital revolution on educational psychology methodologies. The implementation of technology in 

educational psychology, as informed by the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) established by (Bao & 
Xu, 2022), has expedited, particularly during the COVID-19 epidemic. This phenomena illustrates the 
disruptive innovation process as articulated by (Vaz, 2024), wherein digital technology alters not just the 
medium of learning but also the foundational paradigm of comprehending the psychological mechanisms 
of learning.   

The density map analysis reveals a notable pattern of historical evolution, with high-intensity terms 
(in yellow) such as “online learning,” “engagement,” and “instructional design” indicating growing topics 
in the research landscape. This aligns with the notion of path dependence in scientific growth, wherein 
the trajectory of a scientific area is shaped by historical circumstances and external shocks (Alam & 
Mohanty, 2023). The COVID-19 epidemic serves as a pivotal moment that hastens the adoption of novel 
paradigms in educational psychology.  

The prominent use of the terms “assessment,” “efficacy,” and “approach” signifies a robust 
emphasis on empirical validation and evidence-based practice (Syafi’i & Mulya, 2024). This phenomena 
exemplifies what (Gabriel, 2022) termed “conceptual evolution,” wherein notions in educational 
psychology are developed and enhanced via empirical accumulation. This density pattern suggests 
theoretical consolidation, wherein diverse perspectives and procedures are combined into a more 
cohesive framework.  

This phenomena lends credence to Pinho et al.'s (2021) diffusion of innovation paradigm, which 
describes how the acceptance of educational psychology ideas changes in response to regional demands 
and geopolitical circumstances. The direction of the new theme innovations is also influenced by local 
conditions, including cultural values, the strain of the educational system, and the preparedness of digital 
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infrastructure. The keyword network's incorporation of concepts like mental illness, engagement, and 
instructional design demonstrates how educational psychology's new paradigm is moving increasingly 
toward multidisciplinary and contextual approaches. Furthermore, the theme network's introduction of 
geographic keywords like Indonesia and nation highlights how crucial a culture-based approach is to the 
advancement of educational psychology theory and practice.  

This trend illustrates how knowledge of educational psychology is evolving numerically and 
epistemologically, adapting to current issues and varying depending on the demands of Southeast Asian 
nations. In addition to charting the research, this study shows how scientific discourse is created, 
disseminated, and consolidated within a scientific ecosystem that is both regional and global in scope. 

Theoretical and Contextual Implications at the Regional Level The dispersed topic distribution 
within the shared network reflects the distinctive traits of educational psychology's evolution in Southeast 
Asia. The inclusion of geographic terms like “Indonesia” and “country” inside the thematic network 
underscores the significance of contextual sensitivity in the implementation of educational psychology 
theories. This aligns with the cultural psychology approach articulated by Anjum & Aziz, (2024), which 
underscores the significance of comprehending psychological processes within particular cultural and 
social settings. 

Limitation and Recommendation 
This study's merits are found in its thorough scientometric analytical approach, which combines 

co-word theme analysis, social network analysis (SNA), and bibliometric analysis. The findings' validity is 
reinforced by the use of data from two global index bases, Web of Science and Scopus. Furthermore, the 
emphasis on the socioculturally diverse Southeast Asian area significantly contributes to the 
indigenization of educational psychology.  The research has limitations in several areas. Publications that 
are not indexed by Scopus/Web of Science or published in local languages may be missed due to 
methodological restrictions resulting from the use of secondary data gathered only from certain 
databases. Second, the most recent statistics could not accurately represent current circumstances since 
the analysis period till 2025 still predicts the current year. Third, the study does not fully disclose 
contextual factors that might influence research output, including national education policy. 

The following are some suggestions for future research: (1) broadening the data set by 
incorporating institutional repositories and local publications; (2) investigating the qualitative aspects of 
scientific collaboration through a mixed-method approach; and (3) carrying out a longitudinal study of 
how regional education policies affect the dynamics of publications in educational psychology. To 
enhance the analytical viewpoint, further study is advised to include primary data from surveys or 
interviews with current researchers in this area. 

 

CONCLUSION  

A scientometric analysis of the evolution of educational psychology in Southeast Asia from 2015 
to 2025 demonstrates intricate dynamics indicative of the epistemological sophistication and adaptability 
of this discipline in response to global changes. An analysis of 400 indexed publications reveals a non-
linear developmental trajectory that adheres to an evolutionary adaptation pattern, particularly influenced 
by external factors, notably the COVID-19 pandemic, which serves as a pivotal moment in hastening the 
integration of the digital paradigm in educational psychology practice.  

The thematic network structure exemplifies the traits of a complex adaptive system, wherein the 
regional educational psychology domain exhibits self-organization through the creation of interconnected 
thematic clusters while preserving their distinct specializations. The predominance of learning and 
pedagogical clusters as the central network signifies the robustness of foundational theory, whereas the 
rise of peripheral clusters like educator psychological well-being and digital learning reflects adaptability 
to modern challenges and an expanding practice in educational psychology.  

The observed pattern of information distribution illustrates a complex process of indigenization 
psychology, wherein universal principles in educational psychology are contextually adapted while 
maintaining scientific rigor. This phenomena signifies the attainment of theoretical maturity in 
establishing a culturally sensitive and scientifically sound knowledge base, as evidenced by the variety of 
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geographical keywords and the incorporation of local contextual aspects in the examined literature.  
The examination of publication productivity and citation impact demonstrates variability in the 

quality and significance of research output, with a predominance of high-impact articles in journals 
characterized by robust theoretical frameworks and methodological precision. This trend underscores the 
necessity of upholding scientific standards amidst the profusion of publications, while also illustrating 
the selective pressure that fosters ongoing enhancement in the quality of scholarship within the domain 
of regional educational psychology.  

This study's theoretical contribution is in illustrating that the evolution of educational psychology 
in Southeast Asia adheres to a pattern aligned with modern theories in the philosophy of science and 
sociology of knowledge, specifically regarding path dependence, critical junctures, and co-evolutionary 
processes. These findings improve comprehension of the evolution of scientific disciplines within an area 
marked by cultural variety and differing degrees of institutional development. The study's limitations 
include dependence on bibliographic databases that may not comprehensively reflect the regional 
educational psychology research landscape, as well as temporal limits that restrict the investigation of 
long-term trends. Future research directions encompass the examination of micro-level collaboration 
patterns, the analysis of knowledge transfer mechanisms among institutions, and the exploration of the 
influence of regional policy initiatives on research productivity and thematic advancement in educational 
psychology within Southeast Asia. Moreover, a comparison study with other regional blocs might yield 
insights into distinctive traits and overarching trends in the worldwide advancement of educational 
psychology as a scientific field. 
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