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1. Introduction  
Legal practitioners are officers of the court, they proffer assistance to the court in the 

dispensation of justice1. The legal practitioner is amicus curiae, which is a friend of the 

court. He is an officer in the temple of justice, to help the court to do justice2.  As a 

 
 

1 Benjamin Alarie, Anthony Niblett and Albert Yoon, ‘Focus feature: Artificial intelligence, big data, and the 

future of law’, University of Toronto Law Journal, 66(4), (2016), 423–428. https://doi.org/10.3138/utlj.4005 
2 Benjamin Alarie, Anthony Niblett, Albert H Yoon, ‘How artificial intelligence will affect the practice of 

law’, University of Toronto Law Journal, 68, (2018),106–124. https://doi.org/10.3138/utlj.2017-0052 
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 Technological advancement has greatly enhanced the global 

environment, it has improved every facet of the global industry. 

Currently in Nigeria, the Legal Profession has taken a bold dive by 

incorporating the use of technology in enhancing the practice of law. 

However, the current innovation of robotic lawyers in most countries 

may seem to be consistent with their legal systems. In this regard, it 

suffices to opine that given the fact that Nigeria is a developing country, 

there are legal and socio-economic issues that may affect or truncate the 

adoption of a robotic lawyer in Nigeria. It is in this regard that this study 

adopted a hybrid method of research in ascertaining the relevance of 

robotic lawyers, and the legal and socio-economic issues. 

Questionnaires were distributed to 305 respondent residents in Nigeria. 

The study found that the current trend of robotic lawyers is quite 

impressive, however, the nomenclature of law concerning the study and 

practice of Law in Nigeria does not recognize a robotic lawyer. 

Furthermore, some socio-economic issues such as internet fraudster, 

unemployment, insecurity, and poor maintenance culture may pose a 

challenge to the adoption of a robotic lawyer in Nigeria. In this regard, it 

was therefore concluded and recommended that for a smooth adoption 

of robotic lawyers in Nigeria, there is a need for legal approval and 

streamlining their roles to mere advisory to a client, training of Nigerian 

lawyers and judges to enhance the legal profession.  
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barrister, the legal practitioner is an advocate or adviser3. He advises his client and 

prosecutes, presents, argues, and conducts the case of his client in court4. However, it 

suffices to state that, globally it is a recognized order or procedure that to become a legal 

practitioner, such an individual must undergo training at the University and Law School5. 

It is after the successful training of the individual and upon clearance that such individual 

has passed a written examination that will determine if the successful candidate will be 

admitted to practice as a legal practitioner6.  

Concerning the above, it is apt to state that it is the same practice as stated above that is 

also been adopted in Nigeria7. This is concerning the fact that in Nigeria, for anyone to be 

admitted to practice as a solicitor and barrister, such an individual must be trained at 

university for a minimum of five years and admitted into Nigeria law school for a year8. 

However, there are certain pertinent requirements a candidate in Nigerian law school must 

meet before such a candidate can be admitted to practice law in Nigeria9. These conditions 

include 70% attendance of physical classroom teaching, court and chamber internship, 

written examination, and taking a two-course meal. A candidate who is unable to meet the 

requirement will not be admitted to practice law in Nigeria10.   

It is apt to opine that given the current global technology developmental stride, it 

suffices to state that the emergence of technology has a great impact on the global terrain, 

most especially in the legal profession11. This is concerning the fact that several countries 

 
 

3 Hinojo-Lucena Fuss, Aznar Díaz, Cáceres Reche, and Romero Rodríguez, ‘Artificial Intelligence in Higher 

Education: A Bibliometric Study on its Impact in the Scientific Literature’, Educ. Sci. 9 (2019), 9, 51-63, 

http://doi.10.3390/educsci9010051  
4 Aidonojie Paul Atagamen, Joseph Nwazi, Eruteya Ugiomo, ‘Illegality Of Income Tax Evasion In Edo State: 

Adopting An Automated Income Tax System As A Panacea’ Jurnal Legalitas, 16.1 (2023), 62-83 

https://doi.org/10.33756/jelta.v16i1.19422; Joanna Bryson and Alan Winfield, ‘Standardizing ethical design 

for Artificial Intelligence and autonomous systems’, Computer, 50(5), (2017), 116–119. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/mc.2017.154; Canamero Lola. ‘Emotion understanding from the perspective of 

autonomous robots research’, Neural Networks, 18(4), (200), 445–455. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neunet.2005.03.003; Filippo Cavallo, Francesco Semeraro, Laura Fiorini, Gergely 

Magyar, Peter Sinčák and Paolo Dario, ‘Emotion modelling for social robotics applications: a review’, 

Journal of Bionic Engineering, 15(2), (2018), 185–203, https://doi.org/10.1007/s42235-018-0015-y 
5 Ocana-Fernandez, Y., Valenzuela-Fernandez, L., and Garro-Aburto, L. (2019). Artificial Intelligence and 

its Implications in Higher Education. Propósitos y Representaciones, 7(2), (2019), 536-568. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.20511/pyr2019.v7n2.274 
6 Michael A. Arbib and Jean-Marc Fellous, ‘Emotions: from brain to robot’, Trends Cogn Sci 8(12), (2004), 

554–561. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2004.10.004 
7 John Armour and Mari Sako, ‘AI-enabled business models in legal services: from traditional law firms to 

next-generation law companies?’, J Prof Organ 7(1), (2020), 27–46. https://doi.org/10.1093/jpo/joaa001. 
8 Andrea Bertolini, Pericle Salvini, Teresa Pagliai, Annagiulia Morachioli, Giorgia Acerbi, Leopoldo 

Trieste, Filippo Cavallo, Giuseppe Turchetti and Paolo Dario, ‘On Robots and insurance’, Int J Soc Robot 

8(3), (2016), 381–391. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12369-016-0345-z 
9 Anthon P. Botha, ‘A mind model for intelligent machine innovation using future thinking principles’, J 

Manuf Technol Manag 30(8), (2019),1250–1264. https://doi.org/10.1108/jmtm-01-2018-0021 
10 David Brougham and Jarrod Haar, ‘Smart technology, artificial intelligence, robotics, and algorithms 

(STARA): employees’ perceptions of our future workplace’, J Manag Organ 24(2), (2018), 239–257. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/jmo.2016.55 
11 Graham Greenleaf, Andrew Mowbray and Philip Chung, ‘Building sustainable free legal advisory systems: 

experiences from the history of AI & law’, Comput Law Secur Rev, 34(2) (2018), 314–326. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2018.02.007 

http://doi.10.3390/educsci9010051
https://doi.org/10.33756/jelta.v16i1.19422
https://doi.org/10.1109/mc.2017.154
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neunet.2005.03.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42235-018-0015-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.20511/pyr2019.v7n2.274
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2004.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1093/jpo/joaa001
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12369-016-0345-z#auth-Andrea-Bertolini
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have transcended into utilizing technology in enhancing legal practice12. Some of these 

transformations include but are not limited to, virtual court proceeding, digitalise legal 

practice, a digital audio recording of court proceedings, and Tele-justice13.  

The world intellectual property organisation defines artificial intelligence as an aspect 

of computer science aimed at developing and evolving machines and systems that can 

carry out tasks perceived to require human intelligence with little or no human 

interference. It suffices to state that AI has penetrated all professions and occupations in 

one way or another and the legal profession is not exempted but recently, artificial 

intelligence has made a remarkable change in the legal profession through the development 

of robot lawyers otherwise known as robotic lawyers. Robotic lawyers are attorneys who 

use robotics and artificial intelligence (AI) to practice law. Legal procedures like contract 

evaluation and document analysis are also being automated with the help of this 

technology. Moreover, robots are being employed to offer legal counsel, as demonstrated 

by the invented robot lawyer who was able to offer legal counsel on employment law.  

However, the robotic lawyer enabled by artificial intelligence was invented by a company 

name DoNotPay and was said to take its first defence of a client in court in the United 

States of America courtroom on February 2023. 

Concerning the trend of using artificial intelligence in courtroom adjudication, it 

suffices to state that China has been the first to adopt and utilize artificial intelligence in its 

courtroom system14. This is concerning the fact that China had sought to adopt technology 

in their legal system to improve and enhance the court system in the area of the drafting of 

legal documents, recommending laws, and identifying human error inherent in a court 

ruling. In this regard, judges in Beijing’s Supreme Court are allowed and encouraged to 

consult artificial intelligence in their dispensation of justice in every court suit within their 

court.  However, in Nigeria, robotic lawyers are still a relatively new idea, but as 

technology develops, their appeal grows15.  

 
 

12 Augello, A., Infantino, I., Manfre, A., Pilato, G., & Vella, F. (2016). Analyzing and discussing primary 

creative traits of a robotic artist. Biologically Inspired Cognitive Architectures, 17, 22–31, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bica.2016.07.006;    Fabian Dekker, Jeroen van der Waal and A Salomons, ‘Fear of 

robots at work: The role of economic self-interest’, Socio-Economic Review, 15(3), (2017), 539–562. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ser/mwx005 ; Michael A. Arbib and Jean-Marc Fellous, ‘Emotions: From brain to 

robot’, Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 8(12), (2004), 554–561. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2004.10.004  
13 Chris Holder, Vikram Khurana, Faye Harrison and Louisa Jacobs, ‘Robotics and law: key legal and 

regulatory implications of the robotics age (Part I of II)’, Comput Law Secur Rev 32(3), (2016), 383–402, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2016.03.001 
14 Pagallo Ugo, ‘Robots in the cloud with privacy: a new threat to data protection?’, Comput Law Secur Rev, 

29(5), (2013), 501–508. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2013.07.012; Mireille Hildebrandt, ‘Algorithmic 

regulation and the rule of law’, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, 11 (2018), 376, 

https://doi.org/10.1098/rsta.2017.0355; Won-Hyong Lee and Jong-Hwan Kim, ‘Hierarchical emotional 

episodic memory for social human robot collaboration’, Autonomous Robots, 42(5), (2018) 1087–1102. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10514-017-9679-0  
15 Cavallo, F., Semeraro, F., Fiorini, L., Magyar, G., Sincak, P., & Dario, P., ‘Emotion modelling for social 

robotics applications: a review. Journal of Bionic Engineering, 15(2), (2018), 185–203. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s42235-018-0015-y; Ni Xu and Kung-Jeng Wang, ‘Adopting robot lawyer? The 

extending artificial intelligence robot lawyer technology acceptance model for legal industry by an 

exploratory study’, J Manag Organ, (2018), 58-73,  https://doi.org/10.1017/jmo.2018.81; Ronald Yu  and 

Gabriele Spina Alì, ‘What’s inside the black box? AI challenges for lawyers and researchers’, Leg Inf Manag 

19(1), (2019), 2–13. https://doi.org/10.1017/s1472669619000021 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bica.2016.07.006;
https://doi.org/10.1093/ser/mwx005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2004.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2016.03.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2013.07.012
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsta.2017.0355
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10514-017-9679-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42235-018-0015-y
https://doi.org/10.1017/jmo.2018.81
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1472669619000021
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Although it suffices to state that, while this development has been accepted and revered 

by some people, others seem to abhor this development but one of the controversial aspects 

of this is the question of whether or not a robot can be a legal practitioner in the Nigerian 

legal system. However, in recent times, there has been a groundbreaking invention of a 

robotic lawyer possessing artificial intelligence to act and execute the functions of a trained 

legal practitioner16. Although, this invention is commendable, however, several legal and 

socio-economic issues may arise if a robotic lawyer is introduced into the Nigerian legal 

profession17. These include; is it legally permissible for a robotic lawyer to practice as a 

legal practitioner in Nigeria? will the issue of confidentiality not be jeopardized when a 

robot is acting as legal personnel to a client. Will adopting a robotic lawyer not increase 

the level of unemployment and internet fraudsters18. 

It is concerning the above, that this study tends to embark on a hybrid method of study 

in ascertaining the legal and socio-economic issues concerning robotic lawyers in the 

Nigerian legal profession. Furthermore, the study will also proffer possible solutions 

concerning how robotic lawyers could be relevant to the legal profession and possible 

ways of mitigating legal and socio-economic challenges.     

2. Research Method 
The study adopts a hybrid methodology that involves a non-doctrinal and a doctrinal 

study method in examining the legal and socio-economic issues of adopting a robotic 

lawyer in the Nigerian legal profession. The essence of using the doctrinal method is aimed 

at analyzing the Nigerian laws and existing literature concerning the legal framework that 

regulates the Nigerian profession in ascertaining if it allows for the adoption of robotic 

lawyers. Furthermore, it is also aimed at conceptualizing the development of a robotic 

lawyer. In this regard, to achieve this feat, the study place reliance on Nigerian laws 

regulating the legal profession and some piece of scholarly literature. Furthermore, the 

non-doctrinal method is further aimed at empirically ascertaining the relevance and legal 

and socio-economic issues that may have a negative effect on the adoption of a robotic 

lawyer in Nigeria. To achieve this aspect of this study, a questionnaire where distributed to 

various respondents who reside in the various geo-political zone in Nigeria.  

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Legal Framework Concerning the Legal Profession in Nigeria and Robotic Lawyers 

In Nigeria, the courtrooms are considered to be a hallowed chamber of justice where 

legal practitioners appear to defend their clients and the judges make decisions based on 

the evidence presented before it and not on mere speculations or conjectures. Nigerian law 

is based on the ideals of equity, justice, and fairness. Its purpose is to uphold accountability 

in society and holds those who break the law responsible for their deeds. As a result of our 

absence of technical regulations that regard non-human entities as persons with rights 

before a court of law, however, robots cannot be held accountable or culpable by definition 

 
 

16 Ming-Hui Huang and Roland T. Rust (2020) Engaged to a robot? The role of AI in service. J Serv Res., 

(2020), https://doi.org/10.1177/1094670520902266, 
17 Marcos Eduardo Kauffman and Marcelo Negri Soares, ‘AI in legal services: new trends in AI-enabled 

legal services’, SOCA 14(4), (2020), 223–226. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11761-020-00305-x 
18 Nissan Ephraim, ‘Digital technologies and artificial intelligence’s present and foreseeable impact on 

lawyering, judging, policing and law enforcement’, AI Soc 32(3), (2017), 441–464. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00146-015-0596-5 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1094670520902266
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11761-020-00305-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00146-015-0596-5


73 BESTUUR ISSN 2722-4708 

 Vol.12, No.1, August, 2024, pp. 69-81 

 

 Paul Atagamen Aidonojie et.al (Nigeria's Adoption of Robotic Lawyers …) 

 

if something goes wrong. No doubt robotic lawyers are developing technology and 

innovation that could completely change the legal sector. This is concerning the fact that 

robotic lawyers can evaluate massive amounts of data and offer good counsel in a fraction 

of the time it would take a person to do so by employing artificial intelligence. However, 

the Nigerian legal system and its laws regulating the legal profession does not seem to 

permit or allow non-human entities (such as a robot) to practice or take the place of a 

human lawyer who has to fulfill the necessary legal requirement to practice law in 

Nigeria.19 

Concerning the above, the legal profession in Nigeria is regulated by a body of legal 

framework which includes; the legal practitioners act, the rules of professional conduct, the 

constitution of Nigeria as well as judicial authorities. There is no precedent in Nigerian 

law, historically speaking, for a robotic lawyer or other AI-driven technologies to be used 

in courtrooms across the nation's several states. Section 1 of the Nigeria Legal Practitioner 

Act aptly provides that a legal practitioner according to the legal practitioner act is a person 

entitled by the provisions of this act to practicing as a barrister and solicitor either 

generally or for any particular office or proceeding. The legal profession is one of the most 

professional occupations in Nigeria and to become one there are certain requirements as 

stipulated by the Nigeria Legal Practitioner Act that must be met and they include, the 

candidate must study law for five years at a Nigerian university and pass all the courses 

stipulated by the Council of legal education in Nigeria and the candidate must obtain a 

certificate from the Nigerian law school by passing the Bar Examination after being 

ascertained by the Body of Benchers to be a “fit and proper” person. In this regard, it is 

required that a candidate must have made 70% physical class attendance, take internship in 

a law firm and Nigerian court, a written examination and participate in a two-course 

meal.20 

The candidate must be called to the Nigerian Bar by the body of benchers. Before a 

person can become a legal practitioner in Nigeria, they must fulfill the above requirement, 

failure of which such a person may not be allowed to practice as a lawyer and represent 

clients in court. The robotic lawyer is not a graduate of law from any university, neither did 

it take the bar examinations nor was it called to the Nigerian bar by the body of bencher. In 

this regard, this regard, it suffices to state that a robotic lawyer does not meet any of the 

requirements required to be a lawyer or practice law in Nigeria. Furthermore, the Nigeria 

legal practitioner act is the principal act that regulates the conduct of legal practitioners. 

Section 2 of the legal practitioner Act provides that a person is only entitled to practice as a 

barrister or solicitor if the name of the person is on the roll. Although, a bar aspirant is 

called to the Nigerian bar and his name is enrolled in the roll of the entire lawyers in 

Nigeria after successfully passing the Nigeria Bar examination.21  

 
 

19 Nilam Firmandayu and Khalid Eltayeb Elfaki, ‘The Electronic Government Policy-Based Green 

Constitution Towards Good Governance’, Journal of Sustainable Development and Regulatory Issues, 1.2 

(2023), 108–21 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v1i2.11  
20 Eka Rismawati and Abdul Kadir Jaelani, ‘The Regulation of Foreign Workers as Technology and 

Knowledge Transfer’, Journal of Sustainable Development and Regulatory Issues (JSDERI), 1.2 (2023), 64–

74 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v1i2.8  
21 Soeleman Djaiz Baranyanan, Nilam Firmandayu, and Ravi Danendra, ‘The Compliance of Regional 

Autonomy with State Administrative Court Decisions’, Journal of Sustainable Development and Regulatory 

Issues, 2.1 (2024), 35–52 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v2i1.25  

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v1i2.11
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v1i2.8
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v2i1.25
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In this regard, by this section, for a person to appear before the court as a barrister or 

solicitor in Nigeria, he or she must have his name in the roll. Concerning the provision of 

the Act and the decision of the court, it suffices to state that they make use of the word 

‘person’ which means a human being conceived as an individual. In this regard, the 

artificial intelligence system aimed at copying a human is not considered a natural person 

under Nigerian law. It, therefore, means that a robotic lawyer is not entitled to represent 

any client in a Nigerian court. Furthermore, section 2 of the Legal Practitioners Act further 

requires that all proceedings be conducted between a human legal practitioner and judge 

given the high level of empathy humans may have that robots may lack. This is concerning 

the fact that robotic lawyers can certainly not sense justice being served in front of them; 

only people guided by moral codes created by previous generations (and still upheld) 

should be allowed to sit at the bar and behind the bench during criminal trials.22 

In addition, section 4(1) (a) of the Nigeria Legal Practitioners Act provides that before a 

bar aspirant can be called to the bar, he or she must be a Nigerian citizen. In this regard, the 

question that begs for an answer is “Who is a citizen in Nigeria” A citizen is a member of a 

country, section 25 of the Constitution of Nigeria provides for citizenship by birth, 

naturalization, and by marriage; the question, therefore, is what country is a robotic lawyer 

a citizen of A robotic lawyer does not have Nigerian citizenship and as such, it cannot be 

called to the bar thus, its name cannot be included in the role of lawyers and therefore, it 

cannot practice as a lawyer in Nigeria and form a partnership with a law firm. This is 

concerning the fact that Rule 5(1) of the Rules of Profession Conduct of the Nigeria Legal 

Practice and the Nigerian court in the case of Yesufu & Anor. v. Kupper International NV23 

has stipulated that a Nigerian lawyer is prohibited from forming a partnership with anyone 

not admitted to practice law in Nigeria.24  

3.2. Socio-Economic Issues Regarding Robotic Lawyers in Nigeria 

No doubt robotic lawyer is an upshot and childbirth of technological development25, 

however, there several socio-economic issues that may arise concerning the adoption of a 

robotic lawyer. Some of these socio-economic issues include but are not limited to the 

following unemployment, inequality- if work is allotted to artificial intelligence, revenue 

will be given to fewer people, artificial error- artificial intelligence always has defects and 

security – artificial intelligence can be infiltrated and corrupted by viruses and other forms 

of malware. Concerning the data obtain or gotten from the questionnaire distributed to the 

various respondent resident of the various geo-political zones in Nigeria.26 

 
 

22 I Gusti Ayu, Ketut Rachmi, and Jasurbek Rustamovich Ehsonov, ‘Governing Illegal Settlements : Housing 

Policy in Singapore and Australia’, Journal of Sustainable Development and Regulatory Issues, 2.2 (2024), 

86–107 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v2i2.44  
23 (1996) 5 NWLR (Pt. 446) 17 
24 A H Asari Taufiqurrohman, Dwi Edi, and Ong Victoria, ‘The Regulation on Sexual Harassment in 

ASEAN Workers : Evidence from Several Countries’, Journal of Human Rights, Culture and Legal System, 

4.2 (2024), 538–68 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v4i2.198  
25 Michael Stockdale and Rebecca Mitchell, ‘Legal advice privilege and artificial legal intelligence: can 

robots give privileged legal advice?’, Int J Evid Proof 23(4), (2019),422–439. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1365712719862296; Tung Kenneth, ‘AI, the internet of legal things, and lawyers’, J 

Manag Anal., (2019), 40-52, https://doi.org/10.1080/23270012.2019.1671242 
26 Fatma Ayu, Jati Putri, and Jasurbek Rustamovich, ‘The Impact of Land Reform Policies on the Sustainable 

Management of Natural Resources in Local Communities’, Journal of Human Rights, Culture and Legal 

System, 4.2 (2024), 510–37 https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v4i2.197  

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jsderi.v2i2.44
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v4i2.198
https://doi.org/10.1177/1365712719862296
https://doi.org/10.1080/23270012.2019.1671242
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v4i2.197
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The study adopts the use of 305 Respondents resident in the various geo-political zones 

in Nigeria as its sample size in this study. In this regard, the researchers selected the 

respondents to respondents to respond to the questionnaire and adopt a simple random 

sampling technique or method. This is concerning the fact that a simple random sampling 

method is termed as a better method of sampling respondents27 and it possesses several 

potentials or relevance as argued by scholars in several pieces of research28 as follows, that 

it is effective and reliable in sampling a population from a heterogeneous society or 

territory.29 

Table 1: The Geopolitical Zone in Nigeria Resided By Respondents 

S/N Geopolitical Zones in Nigeria Respondents responses Percent 

1 North Central 27 8.9% 

2 North East 39 12.8% 

3 North West 32 10.5% 

4 South East 70 23% 

5 South South 86 28.2%  

6 South West 51 16.7% 

 TOTAL 305 100% 

 

Concerning the data obtained and presented above which focus on the relevance, legal 

and socio-economic in adopting robotic lawyers in the Nigerian legal profession is 

discussed as follows. Table 1 represent the fact that 305 of the respondents who responded 

to the questionnaire are residents of the various Nigerian geo-political zones. In this regard, 

it suffices to state that the respondents have sufficient knowledge concerning the Nigerian 

legal profession to give an informed and knowledgeable answer to the questions generated 

by this study. In this regard, 82.9% of the respondents verified that if the robotic lawyer is 

 
 

27 Aidonojie, Paul Aatagamen, ‘Environmental Hazard: The Legal Issues Concerning Environmental Justice 

in Nigeria’, Journal of Human Rights, Culture and Legal System, 3(1), (2023), 17-32, 

https://doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v3i1.60; Idahosa, M., Agbale, O., & Aidonojie, P. (2023). The Causes and 

Legal Implications concerning Assault against Healthcare Providers by Patients or their Relatives in Nigeria. 

KIU Journal of Humanities, 7(4), 79-88. https://doi.org/10.58709/kiujhu.v7i4.1558.79-88; Idahosa, M., 

Agbale, O., & Aidonojie, P. (2023). The Causes and Legal Implications concerning Assault against 

Healthcare Providers by Patients or their Relatives in Nigeria, KIU Journal Of Humanities, 7(4), 79-88. 

https://doi.org/10.58709/kiujhu.v7i4.1558.79-88; Aidonojie, Paul Atagamen, and Francis, Esther 

Chetachukwu, ‘Legal Issues Concerning Food Poisoning in Nigeria: The need for Judicial and Statutory 

Response’, Jurnal Media Hukum, 29(1), (2022), 65-78,  https://doi.org/10.18196/jmh.v29i1.12595   
28 Aidonojie P. A. and O. I. Edetalehn, (2023), ‘A Facile Study of the Statutory Challenges Concerning 

Customary Practice of Intestate Succession in Nigeria’ Jurnal Hukum Replik, 11(1): 1-11; Aidonojie, Paul 

Atagamen, ‘Voluntary Assets and Income Declaration Scheme a Panacea to Tax Evasion in Edo State, 

Nigeria’, Administrative And Environmental Law Review, 4(1), (2023), 1-20, 

https://doi.org/10.25041/aelr.v4i1.2822; Aidonojie Paul Atagamen, Majekodunmi, T. Afolabi, Ikubanni, O. 

Oluwaseye and Ibrahim Nathaniel, ‘The causes of the Rising incidence of domestic violence in Nigeria: 

Proposing Judicial Separation as a Panacea’, Jurnal Hukum UNISSULA, 38(2), (2022), 61-80, 

https://doi.org/10.26532/jh.v38i2.21592; Aidonojie Paul Atagamen, Oluwaseye Oluwayomi Ikubanni, Alade 

Adeniyi Oyebade, ‘Legality of EndSARS Protest: A Quest for Democracy in Nigeria’ Journal of Human 

Rights, Culture and Legal System, 2.3 (2022), 209-224, https://doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v2i3.40  
29 Aidonojie Paul Atagamen, Esther Chetachukwu Aidonojie, Ohamire Idemudia Edetalehn, Ikubanni 

Oluwaseye Oluwayumi and Oyebade Adeniyi, ‘A Facile Study concerning the Legal Issues and Challenges 

of Herbal Medicine in Nigeria’, The Indonesian Journal of International Clinical Legal Education, 4.4 (2022), 

https://doi.org/10.15294/ijicle.v4i4.61641; Aidonojie Paul Atagamen, Okuonghae Nosa and Ukhurebor E. 

Kingsley, ‘The Legal Rights and Challenges of COVID-19 Patients Accessing Private Healthcare in Nigeria’, 

BESTUUR, Vol. 10(2), (2022), 183-197, https://doi.org/10.20961/bestuur.v10i2.68118 

https://doi.org/10.53955/jhcls.v3i1.60
https://doi.org/10.58709/kiujhu.v7i4.1558.79-88
https://doi.org/10.58709/kiujhu.v7i4.1558.79-88
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adopted into the Nigeria legal profession it could aid in enhancing the Nigeria legal 

practice. 

Table 2: Valid Cluster of Relevances of Robotic Lawyers to the Nigeria Legal Profession 

The Relevances of robotic lawyers Cluster of Response Percentage 

Automating Legal procedures through the use of robotic 

lawyers 

167 65.7% 

Robotic lawyers possess artificial intelligence that could 

aid in evaluating and analyzing contracts and document 

seamlessly 

225 88.6% 

Offering good legal counsel through high-tech artificial 

intelligence 

105 41.3% 

Robotic lawyers can evaluate massive amounts of data 

in a fraction of the time that it would take a person to 

achieve 

201 79.1% 

A robotic lawyer has little or no chance of being 

compromised as in the case of an individual 

148 58.3% 

 

Concerning the data obtained and presented above, the respondents identify the 

various relevance of a robotic lawyer to the legal profession if adopted as follows; 65.7% 

of the respondents stated that it could aid in automating legal procedures through the use of 

robotic lawyers, 88.6% identify that robotic lawyers possess artificial intelligence that 

could aid in evaluating and analyzing contracts and document seamlessly, 41.3% stated 

that offering good legal counsel through high-tech artificial intelligence, 79.1% identify 

that robotic lawyers can evaluate massive amounts of data in a fraction of the time that it 

would take a person to achieve and Furthermore, 58.3% also stated that a robotic lawyer 

has little or no chance of being compromised as in the case of an individual Concerning the 

above relevance of a robotic lawyer to the Nigerian legal profession as identified by the 

respondents, it suffices to opine that there are also legal and socio-economic challenges 

that could mitigate the adoption of a robotic lawyer in Nigeria as verified by 82.2% of the 

respondents.  

In this regard, in the respondents identify some of these legal and socio-economic 

issues as follows, 78.3% of the respondents stated that the introduction of a robotic lawyer 

could stretch the existing legal framework as our legal system does not recognise a robotic 

lawyer, 87.7% agreed that artificial intelligence always has defects and could be infiltrated 

and corrupted by viruses or malware, 45.8% identify the challenges of who will assume 

legal liability for the consequences of the actions of a robotic lawyer as a result of 

malfunctioning, 71.1% stated that robotic lawyers possess artificial intelligence that could 

be hacked by an internet fraudster, 62.1% stated that adopting robotic lawyers could lead to 

an increase in unemployment in the legal profession and furthermore, 60.5% of the 

respondents further identify the challenges of maintenance culture, in this regard, the 

inventor of a robotic lawyer may be required to provide constant maintenance as well as 

upgrade the software at intervals. 

Concerning the above challenges identified above that could mitigate the adoption of 

robotic lawyers to the Nigerian legal profession, it suffices to state that given the relevance 

and trending of digital technology in enhancing the global environment, the concept of 

robotic lawyers cannot be downplayed given its challenges. In this regard, to have a 

balance and effective adoption and use of robotic lawyers in the Nigeria legal practice, the 

following remedy was identified by the respondents in to cure the above defect as 

identified in as follows; 76.3% of the respondents stated that reviewing the existing legal 

framework to provide for and regulate robotic lawyers will enable the adoption of robotic 
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lawyers in Nigeria's legal practice, 93.3% identify that robotic lawyers should only be 

adopted to the extent that they could provide legal advice to the judge, legal practitioner, 

and client of a legal practitioner, 45.5% stated that inventors should make available a 

seamless process for continuous maintenance and updating a robotic lawyer, 75.5% 

identify that strict prosecution of fraudsters involved in hacking and cyber fraud will 

curtail the incidence of hacking robotic lawyer and 34.8% of the respondents further stated 

that the inventor should invent a robotic lawyer that could for some time self-scan and 

permanently delete any traces of viruses and malware. 

Although, their several issues, however, one major issue and challenges a robotic 

lawyer may face within the Nigerian legal profession is the issue of locus standi. Locus 

standi is a term that means the place of standing in court. It refers to the right of a person to 

appear in court. It pertains to when an individual has a cause of action in court and if 

proven to the satisfaction of the court, it entitles the claimant to relief sought against the 

defendant. This right lies solely with the plaintiff or the prosecutor and it may be shared 

amongst individuals who have the same interest and it can also be delegated to a legal 

practitioner of one’s choice. Apart from the claimant or prosecutor as the case may be, 

defendants and legal practitioners, no other persons have a right of standing before the 

court except the judge and witnesses. In light of the aforementioned, where does one place 

the robot lawyer. Is it a litigant, a legal practitioner appointed by the litigant, or a witness? 

In this regard, it suffices to state that a robotic lawyer does not fall into the above category; 

therefore, a robotic lawyer can be regarded as an interloper, a busybody whom the court 

cannot waste precious time on. Also, one of the prominent features of the law is that it is 

not static.  

The law is ever-evolving, diversifying, and changing. Robots only function based on 

what they have been programmed to know and do. The law is ever-changing and thus, how 

will a robot know the current position of the law if it is not updated. A robotic lawyer will 

require the help of a human legal practitioner to be constantly updated to keep up with the 

recent position of the law and this is one of the drawbacks of a robotic lawyer. Some other 

legal issues or challenges that may affect the robotic lawyer practicing in Nigeria also 

include the following, maintenance – suppliers or makers of this robotic lawyer may be 

required to provide constant maintenance as well as upgrade the software at intervals, who 

will assume liability for the consequences of the actions of a robotic lawyer as any injuries 

and damages caused by a malfunctioning robot must be allocated and another legal issue is 

that the use of robotic lawyers will bring about privacy issues for clients and the need for it 

to not be violated. 

4. Conclusion  
It suffices to state that the study has identified that technology has greatly enhanced the 

global terrain. This is concerning the fact that the trend of robotic lawyers within the global 

environment is a childbirth of technology. The study further identifies that, why the trend 

of a robotic lawyer may seem consistent with some developed countries' legal system, 

however, most countries' legal system it is considered and treated with disdain. For 

example, in Nigeria, why a robotic lawyer is considered a welcome development to the 

legal profession, to the extent of rendering legal assistance to lawyers and judges, however, 

a robotic lawyer appearing in Nigeria court is regarded as illegal and not by the legal 

framework that regulates the Nigeria legal profession. Furthermore, the study also 

identifies that assume Nigeria adopts a robotic lawyer in the legal profession, several 

socio-economic issues may truncate its effectiveness. These socio-economic challenges 

include internet fraudster, unemployment, insecurity, and poor maintenance culture. 
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Concerning the above premises, the study, therefore, recommends that robotic lawyers 

should be adopted to the extent of rendering legal guidance to lawyers and judges outside 

the court setting. Furthermore, if a robotic lawyer is adopted in Nigeria, there is a need to 

review the currently existing legal framework to regulate robotic lawyers in Nigeria.  
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